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Welcome to Hazelgreen Baptist Church. We are glad you’ve chosen to worship with us today. If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out the welcome card provided by our ushers.
We are an Independent Baptist Church that teach and preaches the Word of God. 

Pastor John Reed
Assistant Pastor Kevin Ross
Email: hazelgreenbaptistchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 708-389-5941 (Leave a message)
HBC website: https://www.hazelgreenbaptist.com [image: A qr code with black dots
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5022 W. 115TH ST.
ALSIP, Illinois
60803 United States

Weekly Services & Meetings

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 AM – 10:45 AM
SUNDAY SERVICE: 11:00 AM
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 PM – 7:30 PM

Order of Service 12/14/25
Rico Marillo – Song Leader
Special Music
Devotional - Assistant Pastor Kevin Ross
Cocoa and Treats in the Fellowship Hall


The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown
“Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And, His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
Amid upheaval and crisis and fear, comes the message of Christmas with all its hope, goodwill, and cheer. I believe it can be summed up in three words: a cradle, a cross, and a crown. 
First, the cradle. Jesus Christ, the virgin-born baby, was God in human form. He humbled Himself; He took the form of a servant, He was made in your likeness and mine, He identified Himself with the problems of humanity. And thus, it was that Apostle John wrote, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14).
Second, there’s the cross. Christmas-to have meaning-cannot be separated from the cross. The angel said before the birth of Jesus, “He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). He was the only person that’s ever been born in history with the purpose of dying.
Third, there’s the crown. Chiseled into the cornerstone of the UN building is a quotation from the Bible that has never yet been fulfilled: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4). This is a thrilling thought. It’s often been repeated by men who long for peace, and many of those men wonder why peace doesn’t come. However, this quotation must not be taken out of context.
The passage speaks of the time when the Messiah will reign over the whole earth. This is the time when He who came as the baby of Bethlehem shall come back as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
The cradle, the cross, and the crown are but three acts in God’s grand cosmic plan of ages. Act 1 was that first Christmas when God entered history in a new way in Jesus Christ. In Act 2, at the cross, God solved the sin problem by Jesus Christ when He shed His blood for our sins. In Act 3, which is yet to come, God will bring the world peace men long for-through Jesus Christ.

Billy Graham 1973
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