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Welcome to Hazelgreen Baptist Church. We are glad you’ve chosen to worship with us today. If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out the welcome card provided by our ushers.
We are an Independent Baptist Church that teach and preaches the Word of God. 

Pastor John Reed
Assistant Pastor Kevin Ross
Email: hazelgreenbaptistchurch@gmail.com
Phone: 708-389-5941 (Leave a message)
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HBC website: https://www.hazelgreenbaptist.com 
5022 W. 115TH ST. 
ALSIP, Illinois
60803 United States

Weekly Services & Meetings
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 10:00 AM – 10:45 AM                                                  
SUNDAY SERVICE: 11:00 AM
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: 6:30 PM- 7:30 PM
· June 27- Passing Out Flyers for VBS @ 11 am
· God and Country Day on July 5-Sign up In the Back if you would like to attend.
· Be In Prayer for VBS July 9-11
· Nursing Home June 28th

Welcome and Announcements for 6/21/2026
     Announcements
     Congregation Song-“Faith of Our Fathers” p 404
     Special Music- Pastor
     Doxology  Page 815
     Offertory Music- Phoebe Ross
     Congregation Song-“How Firm A Foundation” (on screen)
     Sermon-“The Key to Happiness” Psalm 32
     Closing song-“Are You Washed in The Blood” p 330

Pastor’s Corner

I recognize that for many of you this day is difficult because your dad is no longer here or has dropped the ball somehow. The U.S. Census Bureau has stated that we have become a fatherless nation. Six years ago, 33% of the 72 million children in America went to bed without their biological father in the home. Today, according to statistics, 43% of American kids live in a home without their biological father.
Some of us have been blessed with tremendous models of what fatherhood was meant to be: a reflection of our relationship with our Father in heaven. But there are others who have been ignored, neglected, abused, or abandoned. And for you, Father’s Day is anything but happy.
I sincerely hope that you will allow our Heavenly Father to fill that void in your life. May you experience the truth of Psalm 68:5: “A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling.”
Are you aware that men don’t always say what they mean? I came across something called the “Men’s Thesaurus” that translates common expressions that men often say.
When a man says, “It would take too long to explain.”
He means, “I have no idea how it works.”
When a man says, “Uh huh, sure, honey,” or “Yes, Dear.”
He means, “Absolutely nothing – it’s a conditioned response.”
When a man says, “I can’t find it.”
He means, “It didn’t fall into my outstretched hand, so I’m completely clueless.”
I think I’ve used each of these expressions.
Joe Maxwell summarizes the state of fatherhood in an article entitled, “Dads: The New Endangered Species.”  “Guys really want to be good dads more than ever, but they aren’t changing much. When the good news is combined with the bad, it seems that fatherhood in the United States is poised for either a great awakening or a gory collapse.”
I think he’s right. Dads, we’re either headed toward a spiritual stirring or we’re looking at becoming an endangered species. 
Fellow fathers, it’s my prayer that through our study of God’s Word together that we might experience a great awakening – in both our person and in our parenting! 


Cultural Background
Please turn in your Bibles to Ephesians 6:4: “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.”
Before I unpack this verse, it’s helpful to know the cultural setting in which this Scripture was written. Rome had a law called patria potestas, which meant “the father’s power.”  Men who were Roman citizens were given absolute authority over their families. By law, his children and wife were regarded as the patriarch’s personal property, and he could do with them what he wished. A displeased dad could disown his kids, sell them into slavery, or even kill them if he wished. Please note what could happen to children from their fathers in Rome a couple of thousand years ago.
When a child was born, the newborn was placed between the father’s feet. If the father picked up the baby, the child stayed in the home. If he turned and walked away, the child was either left to die or sold at auction. Seneca, a contemporary of the apostle Paul, described Roman policy: “We slaughter a fierce ox; we strangle a mad dog; we plunge a knife into a sick cow. Children born weak or deformed we drown.”
The Bible calls Christian fathers to a different standard. Just as it was revolutionary for dads to lovingly lead their kids in the first century, faithful fathers today who do not provoke their children to wrath are counter cultural. Our kids are not property to own but image bearers of God who need to be managed and trained. Dads, we are called to provide a proper nurturing environment where our kids can grow up to love and serve Christ. Our primary responsibilities by which our fathering will be judged are set forth in Ephesians 6:4.
Notice how this verse begins: “And you, fathers.”  Paul laid out the biblical roles of husbands and wives in chapter 5. In the opening verses of chapter 6, he spells out the importance of children obeying and honoring their parents. And now he moves to fathers. The word “you” is emphatic, as if he’s pointing to dads in order get their attention.
Paul is only addressing dads here because he knows that we especially need to hear this. He doesn’t say “parents” or “moms and dads.”  He uses the word, “Fathers.”  Most of us dads are sloppy in our fathering, not giving much thought to what we’re called to do. This verse brings us up short by calling us to some pretty high standards.
In essence, Paul is challenging us to see the word “fathers” as a verb, not just a noun. It’s biologically easy to become a father but biblically challenging to “father” our children. The Bible very clearly challenges dads to become the point men in their homes because the ultimate responsibility for what a family becomes is the father’s. In this passage, we’re given one caution and four commands. I’ve adapted an outline from Alan Carr.
If you had 22 words to say everything that needed to be said to Christian fathers on how to raise their children, what would you say? There are no inspired books on child rearing, but there is God’s inspired command stated briefly and yet boldly. 
Happy Father's Day
Pastor John Reed
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